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later, renders it probable that the Postmaster- General soon found that 
he had been led astray by false information, and that the intention 
he had formed, of giving the place to another, had been promptly 
revised by him. Stanhope, himself, was but new in the duties of his 
office. It is pleasant to see that Davison, while nobly suffering him- 
self " the slings and arrows of outrageous fortune," was true to the last 
to his old "servant," who had shared with him the lot of his better 
days. An interesting " Life of William Davison, Secretary of State 
and Privy Counsellor to Queen Elizabeth," was written " By Nicholas 
Harris Nicolas, Esq. of the Inner Temple, London, . . . 1823"; but 
the New England reader must not expect to find in it any mention of 
William Brewster. 

The President read an extract from a private letter to him- 
self, from our Corresponding Member, Dr. Joseph Jackson 
Howard, of Blackheath, Kent, England, in which he was re- 
quested to call attention to Mr. Howard's monthly series of 
" Miscellanea Genealogica," as he desires to increase its circu- 
lation in the United States. 



JUNE MEETING, 1871. 

A stated meeting of the Society was held this day, Thursday, 
June 15th, at 11 o'clock, a.m. ; the President in the chair. 

The record of the last meeting was read. 

The Librarian read his usual list of donors. 

The Corresponding Secretary read letters of acceptance from 
Edward D. Harris, of Cambridge ; and Benjamin Scott, of 
Heath House, Weybridge, England. 

The President then said : — 

Recent tidings from Europe, by the Ocean Cable, inform us 
of the death of one of our foreign Honorary Members.* 

Count Ag6nor de Gasparin, a distinguished French writer 
and philanthropist, died in Switzerland, the country of his 
accomplished wife, on the 4th inst., being within a month of the 
completion of his sixty-first year. His name was added to our 
Honorary Roll in 1863, after the publication of his " United 
States in 1861," and his " Uprising of a Great People." These 
were among the earliest and most ardent expressions of sym- 
pathy for the Union cause which came to us from foreign lands. 

* The telegram of about the same date, announcing the death of Dr. J. 6. Kohl, 

most happily proved erroneous. 
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They were translated into English, and had a large circulation 
in this country. They were soon followed by his " America 
before Europe," which signally evinced his continued enthu- 
siasm for the overthrow of the Rebellion. Whatever judgment 
may be formed of these productions on a deliberate perusal in 
cool blood, they were important and valuable contributions to 
our national cause at the time the struggle was in progress, 
and will justly associate the name of their author with those of 
the few foreign friends of America who ventured to espouse 
and advocate that cause. 

Count Gasparin had been previously known at home as a 
zealous Protestant ; an ardent abolitionist of slavery wherever 
it existed ; an uncompromising advocate of social reform ; and 
an elaborate investigator of the modern mysteries of Spirit- 
ualism. On all these subjects he had written extensively. He 
had been a member of the Chamber of Deputies for four years 
before the overthrow of the Orleans dynasty, and had served 
as secretary to Guizot, while that eminent and excellent man 
was Minister of Instruction. Since that service, he has re- 
sided mostly in Switzerland, and devoted himself to philan- 
thropy and literature. 

Ralph Waldo Emerson, L.L.D., was elected a Resident Mem- 
ber. 

The President announced as upon the table a new volume of 
Collections, being Volume I. of the Fifth Series, and the third 
volume of the Winthrop Papers. He said that the principal 
labor in editing this volume had devolved on Mr. Smith, one 
of the Publishing Committee. 

The President also announced the first part of a new volume 
of Proceedings for January, February, March, and April, as 
upon the table. Whereupon, a vote of thanks was passed to 
the Publishing Committees of these volumes. 

Dr. Ellis, from the Committee on the Publication of the 
Sewall Papers, reported progress. 'He said that the copying 
and editing of the volumes had been intrusted to his colleague 
of the committee, Mr. Whitmore, who thought the papers would 
make three volumes of five hundred pages each, and that the 
cost of printing would be $1500 per volume. He proposed the 
following resolution, which was adopted : — 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Sewall Papers be 
authorized to contract for the publication of the same, whenever 
in its opinion sufficient subscriptions have been received to 
make such a course judicious. 

Dr. Ellis made a report on the Hutchinson Papers, stating 
that the controversy had been brought nearly to a close by the 
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Committee agreeing to give up to the State all the papers pre- 
sented by Alden Bradford at the times named in the Records, 
as far as those papers can now be identified by an umpire to be 
appointed by the Society and by the authorities of the State. 
Whereupon it was 

Voted, That the appointment of an umpire on the part ot 
the Society, contemplated by the report just read, be intrusted 
to the Committee on the Hutchinson Papers. 

Dr. Ellis communicated copies of some of the Hutchinson 
Papers for publication in the Proceedings; and they were 
referred to the Publishing Committee. 

Certificate of John Wilson and Hezekiah Usher.* 

These do testifie vnto the honoured Gen. Court y* mf John Tuttle, 
William Hasie, and Benjamin Muzzie of Boston — Rumnie marsh, are 
vpon Good testimony of others, and my owne knowledge or experience 
both orthodox in the Christian Religion, and of unblameable conver- 
sation, as I do believe, and doe humbly cofhend them therfore vnto 
the Acceptance of the hon. Court, into the Society and Companie of 
our freemen, according as they expresse their desires therevnto, and 
Aymes at the Common Good therein. 

John Wilson Senior. 
2* d. of the 3 m. 65. 

M r John Tuttle, William Hasie and Benjamin Muszie, are raiteable 
according to the Law made for admitance of Free-men : 

Hezekiah Vsher. 
2.: May 1665. 

Declaration of Samuel Cheever and Others.f 

To the Honno ed Generall Court now sitting in Boston that &o 

Wee whose names are vnderwritten doe p'sent ou r humble Apologia 
1 That we doe not know that the Reun d m r William Hubbard was 

* At a General Court held at Boston August 3, 1664, it was ordered, "that from 
henceforth all Englishmen presenting a cirtifflcat, vnder the hands of the ministers or 
minister of the place where they dwell, that they are orthodox in religion, & not vitious 
in theire liues, & also a cirtifficat, vnder the hands of the selectmen of the place, or of 
the major part of them, that they are freeholders, & are for thsir oune propper estate 
( w th out heads of psons ) rateable to the country in a single country rate, after the vsuall 
manner of valluation, in the place where they Hue, to the full value of tenne shillings, or 
that they are in full eomunion w th some church amongst vs, it shallbe in the liberty of 
all & euery such person or persons, being twenty fower yeares of age, householders and 
setled inhabitants in this jurisdiccon, from tjme to tjme, to present themselves & their 
desires to this Court for their admittance to the freedome of this comonwealth, and 
shallbe allowed the priviledge to haue such their desire propounded & put to vote in the 
Generall Court for acceptance to the freedome of the body polliticke by the sufferage of 
the majo r pte, according to the rules of our pattent." (Mass. Col. Records, Vol. IV., 
Part II. p. 118). William Hazzey and Benjamin Muzzey were admitted freemen May 3, 
1665. (.Ibid., pp. 581. 582). — Eds. 

t At a General Court held on the 10th of July, 1685, " The Court, judging it a mat- 
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either desired or appointed to returne any Answer to the honnored 
Court vpon the Question proposed on the behalfe of the Generallity of 
the Elders present, wee are sure not on ours. 

2 Wee doe not vuderstand that he made a right report of the opin- 
ion of the Generality of the Elders vpon that Qusestion and wee 
declare our owne to be otherwise. 

July 22, 1685. 

Sam 11 Cheecers 
John Higginson Joseph Easterbrook 

Nicholas Noyes 
Thomas Clarke 
Thomas Barnard. 

Counter Declaration of John Eliot and Others. 

To the Honoured General Court, now sitting in Boston ; by way of An- 
swer to a late Apology presented by some of the Reverend Elders convened 
by Order of this Hon r d Court, Wee whose Names are underwritten do hum- 
bly offer, as followeth. 

I. That wee do certainly know that the Reverend M r William Hub- 
bard was orderly desired & appointed to Return unto the Hon r d Gen- 
eral Court, the Mind of the generality of the Elders present about 
the Question before them ; Hee was nominated by the Reverend M r 
Eliot the Moderator, and by o r selves, and several others, and the motion 
contradicted by None. 

II. That wee understand, hee made a right Report of the mind 
of the Elders, which was summarily This, viz! That if any should 
come to take the government of this place, wee humbly conceive 
it Meet and Necessary that the Governour and Company (or Gen- 
eral Court) in whose Hands the government was by patent placed, 
should convene and see and consider of his Commission, before the 
Government be delivered up. This wee know to bee the Declared 
Judgment of the generality of the Elders then present, who were all 
called to express their minds, man by man ; and of Twenty seven 
there, all consented thereto, Three only excepted ; One of which said, 
That hee would not oppose the Delivery of what was agreed upon, but 
that hee would express his own Dissent before the Court ; yea, the 
Subscribing Elders themselves also (and Mf Bernard tho hee not 

ter of greatest concernment in this present juncture of Providence towards this people, 
that wee so mannage ourselues as that wee may not be led into temtation, to the doing 
of any thing dishonourable to our profession, disloyall to his maj'' or the peace of those 
that haue betrusted us, doe order, that the reiind elders of the seuerall tounes, in a sched- 
ule on file, be desired to meet & conferr w th this Court in council, the 21 th instant, at 
eight of the clock in the morning." — (Mass. Col. Records, Vol. V. p. 492.) At the 
appointed time the Court met; and "Y* whole Court being together w th seuall of the 
reuerend elders, the honno r ble Gouno' declared y" cause of this session was to consult 
the weighty concernes of this colony of the Massachusetts Bay at such a juncture, and 
desired Mr. John Higginson, Sen. to seeke the face of God for his special! guidance & 
direction, &"• w° h was donn, and then there was a conference together, &c." — ( IHd., p. 
494. ) The Colony Records throw no further light on the subject of the two papers now 
printed ; hut it is sufficiently obvious that there was a wide difference of opinion among 
the elders. — Eds. 
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being an elder, wee wonder how his Name came into the paper) did 
then concur with us. Only wee have this further to add, That what 
the Rev d M r Hubbard delivered after his First speech was not ex- 
pressed as the mind of the Elders, but as his own opinion, occasioned 
by the Discourse which then passed in the Hon'd General Court. 

John Eliot 
James Allen 
July 23, 1685. Samuel Phillips 

Joshua Moodey 
Increase Mather. 

Extract from the Town Records of Boston. 

Bostone the 8 th of March 16f$ 

At a Publique Meetinge of the Inhabitants of Boston upon Lawfull 
warninge for the Election of Officers in the Towne, for the yeare 
ensueinge, were chosen as fott. 

Moderatf — CapS William Gerrish. 

9 Selectmen — Elisha Huchinson Esq' Elisha Cooke, Esq! Cap! 
Tym? Prout, Cap? Theop: Frary, M! John Fairewether, Mr Edward 
Willis, Deacon Henery Allen, John Joyliffe, Cap' Daniell Turill. 

8 Constables for Bostone — William Sumner, Jabesh Negus, W? 
Kawson, Isayah Foy, Thomas Atkins, Henery Ernes, Joshua Winsor, 
& Samuell Marshall. 

1 Constable for Muddy river — Benjamine White. 

1 Constable for Rumny Marsh — John Center. 

4 Clarkes of y" Market — John Cony, sen! Elisha Audley, John 
Barnard, John Davis. 

4 Survey™ of highwayes for Bostone — Obediah Gill, Wf Roby, 
John Miriam, Sen!, Nathaniell Olliuer. 

2 Survey™ of Muddy riuer — Andrew Gardn! Roger Addams. 

1 Survey! for Rumny Marsh — Jeremiah Belchard. 

4 Seal™ of Leath! — John Miriam Sen!, James Maxwell, W? Gib- 
son, John Goffe. 

2 Water Bayliffs — John Skarlet, Witt. Hollaway. 

2 packers of Fish & Flesh — John Dinsdall & Addam Dinsdall. 

1 Measurer of salt — Francis Hudson. 

4 Scaveng? — Joseph Gridlie, Robt Noakes, Gabriell Wardnf, David 
Cumins. 

6 hogg Reeues — Samtt Pearce, John Squire, John Baker, Tobac- 
conist, Sam" Wakefeild, James Howard, William Clough. 

4 Cry™ — John Tucker, Robt Withall, John Crosse, Richard 
Drewe. 

4 Inspect™ of Brickmakers — John Peirce, sen!, Sam u Bridge, Jos: 
Gridlie, Ja: Townsend. 

Treasurer — M r Edward Willis ; Record! John Joyliffe. 

Voted, y* y' Selectmens Instructions, be referd to a Comittee — & 
chosen for s d Comittee, Major John Richards Sam" Nowell Esq! M r 
Isack Addington. 
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Selectmens powre & ord! to make rates for y e Townes occasions 
voted in y" Affirmative. 

At a Meetinge of y Selectmen y* same day, other Officers chosen 
by them. 

Sealf of waights & measures — Will: Needham. 

Cull? of staues — Samuell Mattocks & George Burrell. 

Measurers of Come — John Marshall, John Tucker. 

Measurers of Bords — John Temple, James Packer, Daniell Tra- 
vis, John Barnard. 

Ouerseers of wood Cord™ — Jeremiah Fitch, John Goffe, John More, 
John Lowell, John Hull, Thomas Shepcott, and sixteene Corders. 

March 9 th 16|| Voted at a publique Meetinge of the Inhabitants 
of Bostone 

That whereas the worke house is yet vnfinished, for want of effects 
in the Comittees hands, in regard y' many that haue subscribed theire 
free contribu"' towards it, haue not paid, others haue refused to contrib- 
ute at all towards it. 

It is ord'd y* y' Selectmen, with the Comittee, be impowred to make 
a rate upon the Estates of them that refuse to contribute at all, & put 
into s* rates, y e subscription of those which haue not paid, that soe the 
worke may be finished. 

Coppie of Records taken out of the booke of Records belonginge 
to y" Towne of Bostone as Attests 

John Joyliffe Hecord' 



Mat 5 th 1686. 
Tythinge men chosen for the yeare ensueinge by y" Selectmen. 

In Major Richards Comp* Witt Parkeman, Sam 11 Addams, Jon* Bill, 
Geo: Robinson. 

Cap? Turills — L? Rich" Way, Obediah Wakefeild, Robt Cumbe, 
Edmond Mountford. 

Capt* John Winges — John Carthew, John Rix, Benja: Dyre, Wil- 
liam Lane. 

Cap! Ephr: Sauages — Edward Allen, Tho: Hunt, Turnf, W m Paine, 
Ambrose Dawes. 

Cap' Huchinsons Comp* — Joseph Dauis, Samtt Beyton, Henery 
Bartholmewe. 

Cap! Pen Townsends — Edward Smith, William Gilbert, Samtt 
Johnson. 

Cap! James Hills — Samtt Bridge, John Temple, John Goodwine, 
Jacob Maline. 

Cap! Samtt Seawalls Compf — Nath* Barnes, John Squire, John 
Bennet. 

At Muddy riuer — Roger Addams, Thomas Gardner, JunT 

At Rumny Marsh — William Hasey, James Bill Jun! 

Attested g John Jotliffe, Recorct 
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Judgment in the Case of Leveretts Vessel. 

Br THE 

PRESIDENT AND COUNCILL 

of his Majestyes Territory and Dominion of New England. 

In Answer to Cap*. Palmers motion referring to Leveretts Shipp, 
M r Randolph Informing that the Seizure of her, was at the request of 
the said Cap' Palmer, who Informed that she had Imported Malaga 
Wines &c: into his Ma: ty " Governm' of New Yorke (where the Said 
Wines have Since been Condemned, and the Record thereof before us) 
Wee do Judge, that according to the Act of the Fifteenth of his Late 
Ma: ty the Said Shipp ought to Suffer her Tryall in the Territory or 
place where the Said breach was Committed, or in Some Court of 
Record in England as the Said Act directs. 

Councill house Boston B y the President 

September y« 27<!> 1686. and Councill 

Ed Randolph, Secry. 

Certificate given to Elisha Hutchinson.* 
To Any of the Churches of Christ walking in y e faith & order of the Gosple 

Rev rd & beloved in the Lord grace mercy & peace from God the 
Father of o r Lord Jesus Christ. This is to certifie y' o r beloved Brother 
M r Elisha Hutchinson, hath bin an ap r ued member of the first gathered 
Church in Boston these many yeeres & one in reputation w th us for his 
gifts & graces w r w tb the Lord hath adorned him, as also for his Gosple 
becoming Conversation, I doubt not of yo r readinesse to receive such as 
becorfteth saintes ; the reason why hee Hath not this w* Church Con- 
sent hee will himselfe Impart. The grace of Christ bee w th yo r spirit. 

Yo's in the faith 
& fellowship of the Gosple 
Francis Allen, Pasf. 
Boston N. Engl. Nov. 
18.87 

Copy of the Discharge given to Rev. John Wise. 
BY HIS EXCELL? 
Whereas John Wise Minister of Chebacco was in a sentence late 
Giuen in his Ma 11 ' 5 " 3 Court of Oyer & Terminer Holden at Boston y" 
24" 1 day of October, Suspended from preaching publiquely [or] Pri- 
vately dureing my pleasure, as by [y e ] Record of y e sd Court may 
appeare these are to Certifie that upon y 8 humble peticon of y" sd 
Jn° Wise & Applycon of Severall Worthy persons in his behalfe I doe 
hereby forgiue & Enlarge him y e sd Jn° Wise from that parte of y* sd 
Sentence Inhibiting y" Exercice of his Ministry. Giuen und r my hand 
Att Boston y 8 24 th day of November 1687. 

By his Excell' Com? E. A. 

J. W. 

* This Certificate of Church-membership was probably designed for use in England 
at the time of Hutchinson's voluntary mission to the mother country Eds. 
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Permission to Joshua Natstock to be Master of a School in Boston. 

BY HIS EXCELLENCY. 
Vpon the Petition of Joshua Natstock and Recommendation of many 
of the Inhabitants of the North part of the Towne of Boston I doe 
hereby approue of the said Joshua Natstock to be Master of the Pub- 
lick Schoole there and to haue and Injoy Such proffitts Benefitts and 
aduantages as haue been heretofore payed and allowed to his p r deces- 
sors. Given under my hand in Boston the four and twentieth day of May, 
one thousand Six hundred Eighty and Seauen 
By his Excellency's 

Command 
John West, D.-Secr'y. 

Petition of Ezekiel Gheever, to be continued as a Schoolmaster. 

To His Excellency S e Edmund Andros Knight, Governour & Capt. 
Generall op his Majesties Territories & Dominions in New Eno- 
land. 

The humble peticon of Ezekiel Cheever of Boston School'm' Shew- 
eth, that your poor peticoner hath neer fifty yeares been employed in 
y" work & office of a publick Gramar-Schoolm? in severall places in 
this Countrey. With w' acceptance & success I submit to the judg- 
ment of those, that are able to testify. Now seing God is pleased 
mercifully yet to continue my wonted abilities of mind, health of body, 
vivacity of spirit, delight in my work, which alone I am any way fit 
for, & capable of, & whereby I have my outward subsistance. I most 
humbly entreat your Excellency, y' according to your former kindnes 
often manifested, I may by your Excellencies favour, allowance & en- 
couragem' still be continued in my present place. And whereas there 
is due to me about fifty-five pounds for my labours past, & y° former 
way of that part of my maintenance usually raised by a rate, is thought 
good to be altered. I with all submission beseech your Excellency, 
that you would be pleased to give order for my due satisfaction, y* 
want of which would fall heavy upon me in my old age, & my chil- 
dren also, who are otherwise poor enough. And your poor peticon! 
shall ever pray, &c. 

Your Excellencies most humble serv'. 

Ezekiel Cheeyee. 

A Proclamation for Thanksgiving. 

BY mS EXCELLENCY. 

A Proclamation appointing a time of publicke thanksgiving & prayers throw- 
out this Dominion. 

Whereas it hath pleased Allmighty God (who in signal manner hath 
blessed his Maj"' & his Kingdomes & Dominions under his Maj a ° a 
Goverm.' with great prosperity, peace & plenty) to give his Maj a * 
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also apparent hopes & good assurance of having Issue by his Royal 
consort y° Queen who (through Gods great goodness) at y" time of o r 
latest intelligence from his Kingdome of England, was w th child ; & 
for as much as increase of Issue of y" Royal family is a publick bless- 
ing & under God y e great security of peace & happiness to his 
Maj" e * kingdomes & Dominions. I do Therfore by y e advice of y 6 
Council appoint, comand & require y' upon y" twenty ninth Instant 
throwout y* Dominion publicke thanks & solemn prayers be offered up 
to Allmighty God upo y" occasion afores d , & y e all Ministers & others 
do take notice hereof & demeane themselves in all things accordingly. 

Dated in Boston y e eighteenth day 
of April in y e fourth yeare of his 
Maj« ie ' Reigne, Ano Doffi. 1688. 
E. Aiamos. 
this is a true coppy p order. SamH Gookin, Sh'ff 

[Indorsed] Froclamatio for publique thanksgiving on April 29. 1688 being 
y> Lords Day. 

Answer of William Stoughton in the matter of False Judgments. 

In obedience to your Excellencies direction that I should make an- 
swer to what was objected, as to a delay in certain cases, that were be- 
fore the Superior court of Pleas, the two last Termes at Cambridge & 
Boston, I doe with all plainesse & submission offer to yo r Excellency 
as followeth. 

In the first case of Fowles, I doe own & truely say that when 
judgment was moved for against the defend' I was at that tyme alto- 
gether doubtfull, whether it ought in law to bee for the Ryot as con- 
fessed or whether it ought not to be that he should answer over to 
the information exhibited against him ; this my doubtfulnesse I did ex- 
presse but added with all, that I desired not to give any obstruction 
but should submit to that judgment w ch should be thought most proper 
& so without any pressing by me further the advise of the court was 
entred. This is the whole of that matter as farre as I was concerned 
or in any respect conscious to any thing relating thereunto. But upon 
consideration had since, I am most ready to thinke that I was under a 
misapprehension, & did doubt without sufficient cause. 

As to the other cases at Boston, where writs of false judgment 
were returned ; It is also true that I made objection against a present 
proceding upon them, untill the Gov' & Council might give their di- 
rection, & this I did upon these generall grounds only. 

1. When the Act passed impo wring justices of peace to end small 
causes, by all that then was discoursed, & by the Act itself I tooke it 
to be the direct intent thereof, that the judgments given upon such 
tryals were to be as much finall, as the judgments of the Superior 
Court of pleas wherein the value exceeds not one hundred pounds 
sterling, or as the judgments given upon appeal to the Gov r & Coun- 
cill where the value exceeds not three hundred pounds, for whereas 
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under the late Goverm' appeales were given from the judgm' of a 
single majestrate to a superio r Court yet upon expresse debate in this 
Act of yo r Excellency & councill they were layd aside & no other 
remedy provided instead thereof, but the liberty of a jury. 

2. I thought it above the power of any persons not having the 
Authority of the Gov r & Councill to introduce a processe not by law 
before provided, & that it might not be so good a president. 

3. By all that I had ever read or understood writts of false judg- 
ment could not ly but against judgments given in such courts 
where the Suitors are judges. 

And whereas experience hath already shewn that not only erro- 
nious but very exorbitant procedings & judgments have been in the 
tryall of small causes by some justices (or for aught I know may be 
found in the cases related to) I never doubted but that redresse might 
& ought to be given, w ch I openly declared, only my opinion was that 
untill a remedy of ordinary course were established, the power of 
redresse in such cases remayned imediately in yo r Excellency & 
Council, the highest Court of Record in this Dominio whose direc- 
tion therefore humbly to aske & in the mean tyme to continue the pro- 
cesse as it was, to the next Term, I did not thinke to be a culpable 
delay, all w ch notwithstanding, in this whole matter, I am most wil- 
lingly in submissio to your Excellency. 

"William Stoughton. 
Boston. June 28* 1688. 



Copy of a Petition to King William III. 

To the Kings Most Excellent Ma*7 

The humble Peticon of Increase Mather Samuel Nowell & Elisha Hutchinson 
on behalfe of themselves & many of yo r Ma'J" Loyall Subjects in New-Eng- 
land. 

Humbly Sheweth, 

That whereas yo r dissenting Subjects there have been hardly treated 
as by the Memoriall herew' : h presented may appeare. 

They supplicate yo r Ma? That yo r Subjects in that yo* Territory 
continuing under yo r imediate Governm? yo r Ma'? will Please to in- 
dulge them with such a Grant as shall secure to them and theirs after 
the'm Liberty of Conscience and Property according to yo r late most 
gracious Declaration. And that yo r Ma'? will be pleased to give unto 
them a Charter for their Colledge confirming the GovernmJ of that 
Society in such hands as layed the Foundation thereof, they taking 
Care that Persons of all Parswasions relating to Religion, that may 
desire to be admitted among them, shall be instructed in Academicall 
Learning. 

And yo r pet™ (as in duty bound) shall ever pray, &c. 
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Copy of Randolph's Account of the Irregular Trade of New England? 

To the KT Hono bi -. k the Lords of their Maj tie . 3 most Hono b . l, « Privy 
Counciix. 

A short Account of the Irregular Trade carried on since the late 
Revolution by the Inhabitants of New England but especially by those 
of the Colony of the Massachusetts humbly presented 

by Edward Randolph 

May it please yof Lordpp 

Upon the Petition of Severall Merchants in London complaining of 
the losse they sustained in their Trade by the Bostoners trading con- 
trary to Law ; His late MajT King Charles the Second in the year 
1676, sent me thither with Orders to Inspect their Trade, and Report 
the same at my Returne. In the year 1679 the Comissioners of the 
Custom's, pursuant to the Acts of Trade, being Informed thereof ap- 
pointed me to be Collector of the Customes in New England, with In- 
structions to Seize and Prosecute all Goods and Vessells trading 
contrary to Law ; Upon my Arrivall (and at other times) I performed 
my duty with Great Diligence and Zeale, tho often with difficulty, 
and hazard of my life ; but was alwayes opposed in open Court by the 
Magistrates, and my Seizures and Prosecutions (tho made upon Very 
plain Evidence) were Rendered ineffectual, for the Jurys found for 
Defendant against his Maj ,Ie All agreeing that the Power of the 
Comissioners of the Customes in matters of Trade did not Extend to 
their Colony: At last in the yeare 1681 his Maj"" confirmed me in 
that Office by a Comission under the Great Seale, which they did also 
Invalidate by a Law made for that purpose, directing the Officers of 
the Customes not to act, but by a Warrant from the Gov' and with 
the assistance of a Civil Officer ; and by that Shift they kept up their 
Illegal Trade, untill the time that Mf Dudley was President, and S? 
Edmund Andros afterwards made Gov?' of that Colony ; then severall 
Vessells from Scotland Cales and Malaga, and others from Newfound- 
land &c™ were seized and Condemned in the Courts of Boston for 
trading Irregularly, of which some were of considerable Value, being 
thereby obliged to observe the acts of Trade. This highly exasper- 
ated the Traders and Masters of Ships against me, for they takeing 
Advantage of the late Tumult in Boston I was seized upon, and hur- 
ried to the Common Goale by a Company of Ship Carpenters, Ship 
Chandlers, and others whose Livelyhood depended upon the Sea, be- 
ing thereto impowered by those in the present Government, whence I 
hardly Escaped with my life ; tho soon after they sett at Liberty eight 
persons Committed for Murder and Piracy. The cheif Ends of their 
imprisoning me were to Restore to themselves a free Trade for their 
Vessells to all Ports in Europe, and also to deterr any Person from 
accepting the Office of Collector of the Customes in their Colony, 

* The answer of the Agents of the Massachusetts Colony to this paper is printed by 
Mr. Whitmore in his valuable collection of Andros Tracts (Vol. II. p. 125, et seq.). — Eds. 
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without their Consent and Approbation first had, And lastly to make 
Boston a Store and Magazeen to Supply their Maj" 68 Plantacons with 
all sorts of European Commodities, and thereby lopp of a Consider- 
able branch of the Revenue of the Customes, and also Extinguish all 
Trade from England to those Plantacons, which formerly was knowne 
to be a great Loss to the Crowne ; For Prevention whereof the Act 
of the 25 th of King Charles the Second for the better securing the 
Plantacon Trade was cheifly made and Intended. Since the 18'f 1 of 
Aprill 1689 they have sent their Vessells loaden with enumerated Plan- 
tacon Commoditys directly to Holland Scotland and to the Streights 
(as by the Annexed Account of some of them together with a Copy 
of their Masters Cleerings from Glascow doth appear). By the Act 
for increasing of Shipping and Navigation, it is Enacted, That the 
Gov r of every English Plantacon shall before any English Vessell be 
permitted to load on board any of the Enumerated Plantacon Com- 
moditys, take bond that such Ship shall carry the aforesaid Goods to 
England, And the said Gov e . r shall twice in every year Return true 
Copys of all such Bonds by him taken to the Cheif Officer of his 
Maj". 68 Customes in London. 

Now may it please y' Lord p ?" if the Boston Agents can make ap- 
pear, that their Governour since their reassuming the Government 
(which is now above 13 Months agoe) has made any such Returns to 
the Comissioners of their Maj"?" Customes, then your L pp8 may hope 
they will have some Regard to the Acts of Trade, however they sup- 
port themselves in an open Violation of the Acts of Trade, and will 
so continue to do, untill their Maj 11 . 08 shall please to send over an Offi- 
cer duly qualifyed for that service to Prosecute the same, without any 
other dependance than upon the Lords of the Treasury and the Comis- 
sioners of the Customes according to the acts of Parliament in that 
behalfe. My Lords I have had the Honour to serve the Crowne 
above 12 yeares in that hazardous Station, and in that time made 10 
Voyages to and from New England before I could bring the Traders 
to any sort of Conformity to those Acts, w' difficulties I have Encoun- 
tered, and with what Fidelity and Care I have managed in that Office, 
I humbly Crave leave to appeale to the Comissioners of the Customes, 
my Superiours : I have not otherwise medled in Governm" than as 
my particular Station directed me to, nor at any time been accused of 
Neglect in my Office : Neverthelesse because I have acted by a Comis- 
sion from the Crowne, and strict in prosecuting of Offenders upon the 
breach of the acts of Trade, that alone has been my Crime, and there- 
fore it was Resolved that I was not baylable having broken a Capital 
Law of the Colony, and to be punished with death as by the Resolve 
of the House of Representatives (whereof M* Oakes One of their 
Agents was Speaker) doth literally appear. Viz' Voted the 28'. h of 
June 1689, that M* Edward Randolph is not baylable, he having broke 
a Capital Law of this Colony, in Endeavouring and accomplishing the 
Subversion of our Government, and haveing been an evill Councellor ; 
attests Ebenezer Prout Clerke. 

May it please y' Lord p P' I humbly crave leave to add that since I 



1871.] HUTCHINSON PAPERS. 115 

have undergone such hardshipps and difficulty s in setling the Affair of 
the Customes in New England besides 10 months Imprisonment; 
and in that whole 12 years time managed to the good likeing of 
the Lords of the Treasury and the Comissioners of the Customes 
my Superiours, That no person may Reap the benefit of my Labour, 
but that your Lord 1 ?* will please to Order that I may be forthwith Re- 
stored to the Office of Collector of the Customes in New England, in 
which I am Ready to Serve their Maj". 08 with all fidelity and Vigour, so 
soon as it shall please their Maj"? 8 to impower me to Execute the 
same : To the end those People may be Reduced to that Conformity 
in Trade as their Maj"?* Subjects in England and the Plantacons : 
which highly tend to the Increase of the Trade of this Nation and 
Preservation of their Maj"?* Revenue. 

All which is humbly Submitted. 



Irregular trading to New England. 

An Account of Severall Ships and Vessels Trading Irregularly in the 
Ports of Boston, Salem, New London, & ra in New England, since 
the 18'May of Aprill, 1689. 

The Katch Salisbury of Boston Joseph Thackster Master. 



loaden with Tobacco arrived at Boston from Mary Land (^tu^'l 
without a Certificate. Owner 

The same Katch Salisbury with her Loading of Tobacco SO* 
Sayl'd from Boston to Glascow directly w th out entring into 
Bond, Andrew Dolberry Master. 

The Pink Mary of Boston William Blake, Master, loaden M ' u ^ l 1 " 11 
with 148 ho dd8 of Tobacco, for which bond was given in Mary- Magistrate, 
land to Carry the same for England, but against the Masters Brfmsdeii 
"Will was put a Shore in Boston by the Owners of the Vessell, Owner 
whereby their Maj"? 8 lost above 1000 £ Sterling in their Cus- 
tomes. The Master Complained thereof to the Gov™ but had 
no Redresse. 

The Pink Returne of Boston, Michael Shute Master, Loaden ^p'. W? 
with Fish but with a Greater Quantity of Tobacco went 
directly for Bilboa. 

The Ship Pellican, Abraham Fisher a Pirate Comander 10 '? 
brought in a Prize to Salem, and sold her for 250? to M.'. 
Hathern Magistrate. 

The Bark Freedome of Boston, Jeremy Tay Master arrived 21 * 
from Newfoundland loaden with Sweet Oyle French Wine & 
Brandy unlivered at Boston. 

The Barke Rose of Boston Thomas Eyre Master from 24 * 
Newfoundland loaden with Oyle, Wine, French Linnen, and 
unlivered at Boston. 

The Bark Elizabeth of Boston Caleb Lamb Master directly *& 
from Holland to New Haven in Connecticott Colony, he un- 
livered part there and the Remainder at Boston. 
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^ The above mentioned Katch Salisbury Andrew Dolberry 

Master arrived from Glascow at the Eiver Piscataqua with 
Scotch Merchants and Scotch Manufacture. 
^ The Katch Unity of Boston, from New Castle in Pensil- 

vania came to Boston w* 60 ho dd * of Tobacco but produced 
no Certificate. 
Oct*' 3* The Briganteen Adventure of Boston, Thomas Burrington 
Master from Newfoundland, unlivered at Boston, Wine Oyle 
and Brandy. 
io»j Two Shipps from Jarsey Loaden with French Manufacture 
arrived at Piscataqua, not cleer'd in England. 

A Ship of 150 Tunns directly from Holland unlivered her 
Loading at New London in Connecticott Colony, loaded lum- 
ber 30 Horses, and tooke in some of her Holland Goods and 
Sayled to Barbados. 
' uti ^ ne Bri g anteen Dove of Salem Nicholas Chadwell Mf from 
em Maginf** Newfoundland unlivered at Salem Wine Brandy and English 
& otnere Manufacture. 

Not>*4» The Katch George, Andrew Elliot Master arrived at 
Boston from Newfoundland, and unlivered Wine Oyle and 
Brandy. 
8 f The Briganteen of New London, Adam Pigott Mas- 

ter from Newfoundland, unlivered at New London, Wine 
Oyle and Brandy. 

The Bark Endeavour of Salem, William Gidney Master 
arrived at Salem from Newfoundland, and unlivered Wine 
Oyle and Brandy. John Gratton, M r of a Small Sloop of 
Salem carried part of that Loading to Boston, where William 
Hill my Deputy Searcher endeavoured to Seize her and her 
loading but the Master and Seamen would not let him search 
the Vessell, of which he complained to the Constable who 
only denyed him. 
ii'f The Sloop Mayflower of Boston, Thomas Watkins Master 
from Newfoundland, unlivered Ids Cargo of Fish Wine Oyle 
&™ at Boston. 

Bobert Glanvill Master of the Ketch of Salem gone to 
Virginia to load Tobacco there, and from thence to Scot- 
land. 
19'? The Ship now called the good Hope (formerly the Fourtune 
ton, Ma™i3-of Courland) burthen 500 Tuns Jeremiah Tay Master unfree 
trate Owner DO ttom bound for Campeach for Logwood, from thence to 
Hamburrow, was seized by Cap'?* George who put a Saylor 
aboard to keep possession, the Saylor was hoysed overboard 
by a tackle, and then she took in a Sloop Load of Goods (was 
supposed to be Tobacco), 
^f The Katch Mayflower of Boston, Percivall Miller Master 
arrived at Boston directly from Glascow in Scotland with 
Scotch Merchandize ; M5 Hambleton a Scotchman Merchant, 
12 Bayles of Goods aboard on his account. 
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The Pink Endeavour of Boston John Brackenberry, Mas- M , ph ?J* 
ter Loaden with Scotch Cloath, Hose, Hatts &f from Glas- Treas? & 
cow unlivered in Boston. Also Brackenberry Reports thatj^^'™^. 
John Smith, Mastf of a Vessell of Boston was loaden at Glas- sen, Jiagis- 
cow, and ready to Saile for Boston, since taken by the 
French. 

The Briganteen Mary of Boston Thomas Carter Master 28 

from Holland directly loaden with Holland Commodity's, 
John Bourland a Scotchman Merchant. 

The Katch Jonathan of Salem Stephen Robins Master Dec " 13 
arrived at Boston with Goods directly from Holland. 

William Clutterbuck Master of the Pink of Boston from Feb 7 u 
the Canary's at Martins Vineyard Loaden with Wine. 

Two Katches of Boston more upon the Coast loaden with 
Wine from the Canarys, of which I gave Cap". 6 George notice. 

William Dolberry Master of the Katch Salisbury now at 169 ° 
Glascow. John Lawson Master of the Ship Two Brothers^ Shrimton 
of Boston, Loaden with 900 Spanish Hides, Piratts GoodsMi Sergeant 
and a Great Quantity of Tobacco bound from thence with Hu ^ h ^ on 
King James Pass to Bilboa, and stayes out three yeares on a Owners, 
trading Voyage. 

The Katch Jonathan of Salem Stephen Robins Master 
now at Amsterdam with a Loading of Tobacco. 

John Nelson of Boston his Briganteen, William Bossenger 
Master is bound to Virginia to take in her Loading of Tobacco, 
and bound from thence to Hamburrow. 

Nathan Stanbury of Boston sayl'd Six weeks ago from SI 
Mallowes in France to Boston loaden with French Goods. 

Christopher Clarke Mate to Cap" 6 Bant lately gone to 
Holland to sayle from Amsterdam in a Holland Vessell to 
Boston. 

Memorand? a Pink of Boston sayled by the Castle from 
the Streights to Boston loaden with Oyle, fruit Wine, & r * the 
Cap" 6 of the Castle standing by the Shoare, but took no Notice 
of it. 

The 4 , . h July 1689, Mr Robert Howard of Boston bought 
20? hog a ? 5 of Tobacco of Stephen Serjeant which he then 
shipt aboard a Briganteen bound for Newfoundland. 

Christopher Clarke Master of the Katch William and Mary ^'i^ 1689 
of Boston, imported from Hispaniola Dry Hides and a Great 
Quantity of Spanish Tobacco of which no Notice was taken. 

E. Randolph. 

Poet of Glascow. 

Know ye that Gustavus Hamilton Merchant of London, Signum 
here Loaden on board the Mayflower of London Percivall 
Miller Master for Fyall Twelve Packs, One Hog d . d a Barrell 
containing One hundred and Nine Score of Linnen Damask 
& Tickin ; 27 Score of Woolen Cloath, Sixty Seaven Score 
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of Pack Cloath Three dozen pair of Shoos. Three dozen of 
Hatts, Ten dozen pair of Woolen Stockins : Duty paid here 
the Eleventh Instant. Witness my hand and Seal of Office 
this 12"" day of September, 1689. 

Alexander Josset 
true Copy Corkwell Clarke 

Ed: Randolph 



From a Gentleman of Boston To a Friend in the Countrey.* 

Sir, 

The Motions of Divine Providence in our Days, have been stupen- 
dous, especially in present Appearances for Deliverance to Gods 
Israel ; not only in Europe, and our own Nation ; but among our 
selves, who were reckoned as Out-casts, whom none did seek after. 
We cannot but Eecognize our Late Danger, when we were in the 
Mouth of the Lion and Paw of the Bear : And Marvellous Protection 
from being made a Prey to their Teeth. Our present Deliverance is 
no less Remarkable, being in so strange and wonderful a way, in which 
were such evident Foot-steps of Gods Presence, as scarce any Age 
can Parallel ; such a Spirit was Raised, United and Governed, to take 
the fittest Season and the best way for the breaking the Nets of the 
Wicked, and making way for the Escape of the Birds that were En- 
tangled in them. Surely great and thankful Acknowledgments are 
due to God upon this account ; and we cannot better express them, 
than, by seeing and owning God in them, and depending on him for 
the perfecting thereof. It is far more easy to pull down an House, 
than to build it, and to get, then well to use a Victory : It's Storied of 
Hannibal, he excelled in the first, but fatally mist it in the other. My 
Hearty Prayer is, so good a work as hath been so successfully begun, 
may not be endangered by ill management. 

1. Either by provoking God to withdraw his helping Hand, by 
proud insulting over Fain Enemies : Read that Scripture Proverbs 
24, 17, 18. And beware, it becomes Children to be afraid when their 
Father is Angry, though with a naughty Servant. 

2. Or by differing and dividing Apprehensions among our selves, 
either by groundless Jealousies of each other in the present Care for 
our Safety, or various Opinions about the way and time of settling the 
Government : Two things I find there are in which most Sober Men 
vary : The one is, for making an ELECTION this Year : The other, 
rather for the Re-assuming our present Standing and Adjourned Court : 
This latter seems most Eligible, for the following Reasons. 

1. The time is Lapsed for Nomination according to our Law. 

2. We are not in a fit frame nor posture for a present Choice. 

3. The Magistrates and Deputies Chosen in 86 Were Chosen for 

* From a broadsheet evidently designed for general circulation through the Colony. 
— Eds. 
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the Year, but were by force hindred ; and that quickly from Discharg- 
ing their Duty, and therefore it is yet to do. 

4. They are a standing Court, and Adjourned, and need only their 
Appearing and Sitting to fix us where we were. 

5. They most of them exposed themselves by their Last Act for its 
Continuance, as will appear by the Writing hereunto Annexed. 

6. If the Election Day pass, they may then appear at Liberty to 
perform what the people expected by their Choice, and they engaged 
by Accepting ; And the next day to the Day of ELECTION, is thought 
fit that our Magistrates and Deputies should reassume the Govern- 
ment. 

7. They have power to judge any of their Members, whether they 
be fit for their Station. 

8. They have also power, and we doubt not of their willingness to 
take in Free men under qualifications of Sobriety, and some Interest 
in the Country by Estate. 

9. There is more Reason to take up with the Government as so Ad- 
journed, then to make a new Choice, for that cannot be done without 
them. 

You may Communicate this to whom you please, That God may guide 
us into, and unite us in the way of Peace is the Prayer of Tours, 

N. N. 

Instructions for the Agents for the Colony of the Massachusetts Bay in 

New-England. 

1. You are to waite upon their Maj"." and humbly present our Ad- 
dress' sent with you. 

2. You are to lay before his Maj"" the Intolerable inconvenience 
that this Colony was exposed to, by means of y" Arbitrariness & ille- 
gality of the late Comissions & by reason of ill Instrum" in whose 
hand principally y e execution of them lay. 

3. The utter inconsistence y* there is between y e very being of this 
plantation, & y° mischievous aimes & practises of y e French king. 

4. The just & amazeing feares this people were surpriz'd w ,h , upon 
y e notice they had of y e late king James being in France, least S r 
Edmund Andross (whose Gov r & Confident he was) should betray them 
into the power of y 6 French king, other circumstances concurring to 
strengthen those feares. 

5. The despaire this people were brought to, when instead of defend- 
ing them in y r just rights & properties, those in y e late Governm! sought 
to turne them out of y r lands & possessions upon which under God 
they had their dependence for a necessary livelyhood. 

6. The probability there is y' the present Warr w ,h y" Natives was 
caused by y" Injury done to Monsieur Castiene, who is in affinity w ,h 
them, and has a great Influence upon them. 

7. That you solicite in Parliam' or elsewhere, as may befit y* confir- 
macon of our Ancient Charter, & all its rights & priviledges civill & 
sacred. 
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8. You are to take care that w' money has been advanced in Lon- 
don by M* Stephen Mason, or others, for y 8 use of y e Massachusetts, 
be speedily paid them, w lh due thanks for y e real service done to this 
Colony by their meanes. 

9. You are to solicite that the Liberty of Coynage may be allow'd 
us. 

Item to lay before his Maj". 8 the Case of Pemaquid. 

10. That you lay before his Maj' 1 . 8 the great inconvenience wee are 
under by y" ill neighbourhood of y" French in Canada & Acadie, & 
places adjacent, and pray his favour & direction in that matter. 

1 1. If there be opportunity you are to Endeavour the obtaining of 
such priviledges, as may be of further benefit to this Colony. 

Sim: Biiadstreet, Goun r 
In the name of the Genall Court. 
Boston, 24° January, 1689. 

By order Js\ Addington Sec? 



Rough Draft of a Petition to Queen, Mary. 

To Y E Queens Most Excellent Maj t . t in Council. 

The Petition of those y* are employed as Agents for yo r Maj'! M Colony of Mas- 
sachusetts in New England. 

Humbly Sheweth, 

That in y 8 yeare 1 684 y 8 Charter & Priviledges belonging to y' Col- 
ony were by a Judgm' upon scire facias in Chancery taken from them 
before they were heard or had time sufficient allowed to answer for 
themselues, that his p r sent Maj". 8 has graciously declared, y' his sub- 
jects in y* Colony shall be restored to their ancient Priviledges & was 
graciously pleased to refer y" consideration of y' affair to y" two Chief 
Justices with y e Attorney & Solicito* Genr" in whose Report yo r 
Petitioned did humbly acquiesce. 

That his Maj'! 8 upon y 8 30'! 1 of Aprill last did at y 8 Council Board 
signify, that his Subjects in y* Colony should haue their former Char- 
ter Rights & Priviledges confirmed to y™ only reserving to himselfe 
y 8 power to appoint a Govern r y* might unite all those Colonies. 

That this notwithstanding y 8 Clerk of y 8 Council drew up an Order 
y' y e Massachusetts Colony should as to y e Administration of Gov- 
ernm' be settled as Barbados & y 8 other Plantations, w ch Plantations 
are not Incorporated nor haue any Charter Priviledges belonging to 
them. 

That y° Draught of a Charter has by M r Attorney Genr" been 
p r sented to y" R' Hono tie y 8 L d8 of y" Comittee for Foreign Plantations, 
but y' divers alterations haue been proposed to be made therin w cl1 
make it to be no Charter of Incorporation & deprive yo r Subjects 
there of all their ancient Rights & Priviledges, especially in y' they 
haue not liberty to choose so much as one Genr 11 Officer without y" 
Govern's Approbation. 
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That this will be exceeding grievous to yo r good Subjects of y* 
Colony, who haue upon all occasions manifested great affection & zeale 
for yo r Maj" e> Governm 1 & will moreover at this time be very p r judi- 
cial to y e Interest both of yo r MajT & y" Nation. 

Doe therfore humbly pray y' y* 
Draught of a Charter for y* Mas- 
sachusetts Colouy w* b has by M* 
Attorney Genr" been drawn up 
may pass without those alterations 
w ch haue been proposed to y" R' 
Hono 1 * y e L d " of y 8 Comittee 

Mr. Edmund Quincy read a letter from Mrs. Barrell, of Bos- 
ton, presenting, in the name of her brother, sister, and herself 
(grandchildren of General Artemas Ward, of the Bevolution), 
a number of valuable original papers, which were referred to 
the Publishing Committee, and the thanks of the Society 
ordered for the same. They are here printed. 

The Congress of the Colony of the Massachusetts Bay. 
To the Honorable Artemas Ward Esq., Greeting, — 

We, reposing especial Trust and Confidence in your Courage and 
good Conduct, Do, by these Presents,, constitute and appoint you the 
said Artemas Ward to be General and Commander in Chief of all the 
Forces raised by the Congress aforesaid, for the Defence of this and 
the other American Colonies. 

You are therefore, carefully and diligently to discharge the Duty of 
a General, in leading, ordering, and exercising the Forces in Arms, 
both Inferior Officers and Soldiers, and to keep them in good Order 
and Discipline ; and they are hereby commanded to obey you as their 
General ; and you are yourself to observe and follow such Orders and 
Instructions as you shall from Time to Time receive from this or any 
future Congress or House of Representatives of this Colony, or the 
Committee of Safety, so far as said Committee is impowered by their 
Commission to order & instruct you for the Defence of this and the 
other Colonies ; and to demean yourself according to the Military 
Rules and Discipline established by said Congress, in pursuance of the 
Trust reposed in you. 

By Order of the Congress. 

Jos. Warren, President, P. T. 
Dated the 19 th Day of May, AD. 1775. 

SAsrt Freeman, Seer? P. T. 
Indorsed, 

Middlesex S. May 20'* 1 1775. 

The Hon Me Artemas Ward Esq took the Oath appointed bythe Congress of 
the Colony of Massachusetts ' Bay to be taken bythe General officers, and sub- 
scribed the same, 

Before 

Samuel Dexter, Just. Pac. 

16 
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Congress Eoom, Philad* June 22? 1775. 

Hon bi " Sib, — In my last I inform'd you that this Congress had 
appointed George Washington Esqf General & Commander in Chief 
of all the Forces Rais'd or to be Rais'd by the United Colonies ; that 
Gentleman takes his Departure to morrow morning from this City in 
order to Enter upon his Command, I the rather mention the Circum- 
stance of his Departure, that you may Direct your Movements for his 
Reception. 

I have the Honor to Transmitt you a Commission from this Congress 
appointing you First Major General & Second in Command of the 
Forces of the United Colonies, you will please to acknowledge the 
Eeceipt of it. 

I wish you the Divine protection, & success in all your undertak- 
ings — & am with Respect, 

Sir Your most Obed' Serv? 

John Hancock, Presidi 
Hon' Major General Ward. 



ON PUBLICK SERVICE. 

Address, — To Artemas Ward Esq? 

Major General of the -Forces of the United Provinces 
Congress Philad a at Cambridge 

John Hancock. or Elsewhere. 

22 d June, 1775, 6 o'clock, p.m. 

Sir, — The Congress just up, below is their Determination with 
Respect to Superior Officers & Rank — 

1".' Gen 1 Washington 

2 d Gen 1 Ward \ 

3 d Gen 1 Lee ,. . „ , 

a n i o v. i f Mai or Gener! 
4 — Gen 1 Schuyler J 

5 — Gen 1 Putnam J 

Brigadier Generals Viz? 

1*.' Pomroy 

2 d Montgomery. For New York. 

3 d . Wooster 

4 th Heath 

5 — Spencer 

6 —Thomas 

7 — Sullivan. Member of Congress 

8 — Green. Rhode Island. 

We have just a Report of a Battle, & that Co 11 Gardiner is mortally 
wounded. We are anxious. No Express. God send us a good acco" 
I am now signing the Commissf for your whole army. The Gen 1 sett 
out early in y" morn*. I am yrs 

J. Hancock. 
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ON PUBLIC SERVICE. 

Address, — To The Hon: eble Artemas Ward Esq? 

Major General, & Commander of the 
Forces of the United Colonies &c 

Congress, Philad? ) 

John Hancock. J Philadelphia, April 26 th 1776. 

Sir, — I am commanded by Congress to acquaint you, that your 
Letter of Resignation of the 1 2 lh Inst, was this Day laid before them, 
and that they have been pleased to accept of the same. 

The Motives which first induced the Congress to appoint you a 
Major General in the Continental Service, would naturally make them 
regret your retiring from the army. But when it is considered, that 
in the Course of your Duty in that high Bank, you have acquitted 
yourself with Honour and Beputation, I am persuaded, the Beluctance 
they feel at your retiring, is much increased. 

The Congress in a Letter to Gen! Washington of the 2 a . Inst, have 
declared the Thanks of these United Colonies to be due to the brave 
Officers under his Command, and have requested him to communicate 
to them this distinguishing Mark of the Approbation of their Country. 
I mention this, as the Letter did not reach the General, until he arrived 
at New York. With the sincerest wishes for a Bestoration of your 
Health, and for your future Happiness, I have the Honour to be Sir, 
Your "most obed' & very hble ServJ 

John Hancock, Preside. 
Hon 1 . Major Gen 1 Ward. 



In Congress, August 21« 1776. 
Resolved, That Major General Ward be authorized & requested if 
his Health will permit to Continue in the Command of the Forces in 
the Service of the United States, in the Eastern Department, untill 
further orders. 

John Hancock, Presidi 
(True Copy.) 

Sam l B. Webb. A. D. O. 



Philad* August 26* 1776. 

Sir, — The Service in the Eastern Department requiring an Officer 
of Bank and Experience, and Colonel Whitcombe having declined 
accepting his Commission, the Congress have been induced, both from 
a Begard to your Merit while in the Army, and your Zeal and Atten- 
tion since you left it, to request you will, if consistent with your Health, 
take the Command of the Forces in that Quarter. 

As soon as Congress can fix on some Officer to relieve you, they will 
do it ; and only desire you, in the mean Time, to continue in the Com- 
mand until such appointment. 

Your Beadiness to comply with the wishes of your Country, gives 
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me the strongest Reason to believe, you will not resist their application 
at this Juncture. 

I have the Honour to be 
Sir, 

Your most obed' & 
very hble Serv. 
Inclos'd you have John Hancock, PresicR 

Sundry Resolutions of Congress to which I beg 
leave to Refer you. 

Hon! Gen^Wakd. 



ON PUBLIC SERVICE. 

Address, — The Hon"" 

Maj. General Ward, 
Boston. 
G° "Washington. Head Quarters, N. York, 26* Aug« 1776. 

Sib, — I am now to acknowledge the Recp? of yours of y e 15 th and 
1 9 th Instant, and am much obliged for your care and dispatch in for- 
warding the two Sea Morters which I wish may come safe to hand. 
The number and strength of the Enemy, and the many different posts 
we have to occupy, together with the late Manoevres of General Howe, 
render it utterly impossible for me to relieve you by sending a General 
Officer from this to take Command in Boston. Congress, seeing the sit- 
uation, pass'd the inclosed Resolve, — and I cannot but hope you will 
conclude to keep the Command 'till something decisive is done with our 
formidable Enemy in this Quarter, who have landed most of their Army 
on Long-Island, and advanced part of them as far as Flatt Bush within 
three Miles of our Works. Between them & the Works is a Ridge 
of Hills covered w' Woods in which I have posted a large Body of the 
Army, which have once repulsed an advanced party of them in an 
attempt to get thro ; and I cannot but hope will prevent or at least 
weaken them much should they effect their purpose of passing. 

I am Sir Tour Most 

Hum. Serv? 

G? Washington. 
MajT GenV Ward. 

In Congress, Novem? 7* 1776. 
Whereas the late Major General Ward since hfs Resignation of his 
Trust, has continued in Command in the Eastern Department at the 
Request of the Commander in Chief, & still continues therein at the 
Request of this Congress, It is therefore ordered, 

That he Receive the Pay of a Major General Commanding in a 
Separate Department, from the Twenty Sixth Day of April last, being 
the time of his Resignation, and untill a suitable person shall be ap- 
pointed to take the said Command in his stead, or it shall be otherwise 
order'd by Congress. 

By order of Congress. 

John Hancock, Presidf. 
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Philad* Nov? 8* 1776. 
Sir, - — I do myself the Pleasure of forwarding the enclosed Resolve, 
by which you will be informed, that Congress, in consideration of your 
Keeping the Command in the Eastern Department, have come to a 
Determination to allow you the Pay of a Major General commanding 
in a separate Department, from the Time of your Resignation, until a 
suitable Person can be appointed in your Stead, or the Matter shall be 
otherwise ordered by Congress. 

Wishing you all possible Health and Happiness, I am with Senti- 
ments of Esteem, Sir, 

Your most obed. 
and very hble Serv! 

John Hancock, PresicK 
Honble Major GenV Ward. 



Address, — The honble 

Artemas Ward 
Boston. 

Waltham, January 22, 1819. 

My dear Sir, — In conversation with our late Friend Samuel 
Dexter, and not many months before his Death, He mentioned to me, 
that your Father, who was a Representative in Congress, at the same 
time with himself, invariably attended President Washington's Levees, 
in Philadelphia, and as invariably declined the President's Invitation 
to Dinner, which He occasionally received during the Sessions. 

This conduct, on the part of General Ward, was owing, as He M? 
Dexter conceived, to a Letter published in the early part of the revolu- 
tionary war, which contained Remarks, injurious to the Reputation of 
General Ward, and purported to have been written by General Wash- 
ington. On the subject of this Letter perfect Silence was observed by 
General Washington, until He had retired from public Life, and he 
had declined any further Election to the Supreme Magistracy of the 
Union. 

He then wrote to General Ward, declaring to Him, in the most 
explicit Language, that He did not write the Letter, nor ever knew of 
it until its Publication in the Newspapers. He apologized, at the same 
time, for not having done this act before, which He considered equally 
due to General Ward & to Himself, from a Resolution that He judged 
prudent to adopt at the Commencement of the War, in Respect to 
every Publication that sought to embroil Him with the Officers civil 
or military of the U. States. 

This Letter at the same Time expressed, in unequivocal Terms, the 
highest Regard for the character & Conduct of General Ward, in all 
the Departments of public Duty, in which He had acted. Gen! Wash- 
ington further stated, that, although He had refrained from having 
written, or spoken on this Subject, He had always Kept among his 
Papers a Certificate of like Purport with the Communication then 
made, to be used in case of his Death, before the Circumstances of his 
Life prevented his doing what He had then done. 
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Having inferred from some Conversation with you, that this Fact 
was unknown, I have taken the Liberty to relate it precisely, according 
to my Eecollection, as I had it from Mf Dexter. 

With great Regard and Esteem, 
I remain, my dear Sir, 
Your faithful and affectionate 
Servant, 

C. Gore. 
The Honble Abtemas Ward. 

The President read a letter from Mr. S. L. M. Barlow, of 
New York, who had communicated to the Society some valu- 
able historical tracts. Whereupon it was — 

Voted, To return the thanks of the Society to Mr. Barlow, 
and to present to him a copy of the new volume of Aspinwall 
Papers, he being now the owner of the original manuscripts. 

Mr. Adams, referring to the presentation by him of some 
official papers at the last meeting, made an addition to the. gift 
of other papers from the same source. Some of those papers 
now presented he regarded as of more value than the others, 
inasmuch as he believed that all of them had not been printed. 

The Society expressed its grateful acknowledgments for this 
interesting and valuable gift. 



JULY MEETING, 1871. 

A stated meeting was held this day, Thursday, July 13th, at 
eleven o'clock, a.m. ; the President in the chair. 

The Recording Secretary read the record of the last meeting. 

The Librarian read the usual list of donors to the Library 
for the month. 

The Corresponding Secretary read a letter of acceptance from 
Ralph Waldo Emerson. 

The President noticed, in the following manner, the death of 
George Grote, LL.IX, of England, an Honorary Member : — 

Since our last meeting information has reached us of the 
death of George Grote, whose name will ever be associated 
with the History and Philosophy of Ancient Greece. 

The son of an eminent English banker, in whose house for 
many years he served as a clerk, without the advantages of a 
university education, he has left works which, for patient 
research, profound learning, liberal thought, careful and bril- 



